
The school as a rights-respecting community

There are three key aspects to building a rights-respecting school community – one in which human rights and responsibilities are known, promoted and lived, contributing to the desired educational outcomes:
1. The school is based on the fundamental idea that every young person has a human right to an education that:


· helps realise their human rights (such as the rights to a work and an adequate standard of living)

· respects their human rights (such as rights to dignity, identity, safety, expression & participation, justice, good education)

· promotes the human rights of others.

The School Charter includes

· reference to human rights, the rights of the child and the right to education 

· the school’s plans for becoming a “human rights community”.
2. Human rights and responsibilities are learned and explored by all

· School leadership, teachers, students, boards of trustees, and parents learn about 
the human rights framework, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the right to education 

· The school community understands that everyone has human rights, and that human rights entail responsibilities. 

· Learning and application occurs across the formal and informal curriculum

· A rights & responsibilities perspective is built into all learning areas

· Extracurricular activities promoting, respecting and fulfilling human rights

· Young people learn the difference between wants and needs, and that rights are based on needs.

3. A rights-respecting culture is built in the classroom, and throughout the school 

· As required in the New Zealand Curriculum, respect for self, others and human rights is ‘encouraged, modelled and explored throughout the school’, evident in its ‘philosophy, structures, curriculum, classrooms, and relationships’. 
· Rights & responsibilities agreements are negotiated, mapped against human rights/UNCRC

· Decision making makes reference to relevant rights and responsibilities

· The identity and integrity of all members of the school community is respected

· Students and adults work in strong partnership, with students participating in decisionmaking, and human rights teaching.
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