CHILDREN'S

RESPONSE TO CHILD ABUSE COMMISSIONER

young person’s life.

Child abuse is the harming (whether physically, emotionally, or sexually), ill treatment, abuse, neglect,
or deprivation of a child or young person, caused by actions (or inactions) of adult(s) in the child or

The child’s best interests and welfare should be paramount and used as a guide for any action taken.

Emergency phone humbers
Child, Youth and Family: 0508 326459 (toll free)

abuse team through your local police station

Police: Emergency phone 111 or your regional child

Child safety advocate

Each school should appoint and train a staff member
as a child safety advocate. The advocate can act as a
medium between authorities involved in child abuse
complaint management and the school.

What should schools do when a student discloses or a teacher suspects child abuse?

Assess whether the child is in
1 immediate danger.

—>

If the child is in imminent danger of child abuse, act immediately to
secure the child’s safety.

Inform the school principal, guidance

2 counsellor (and/or the school’s child
safety advocate) who should then
inform the Board of Trustees.

No school member should act alone and the decision to make a
notification should be a collaborative decision.

If the abuse is allegedly coming from a staff member of the schoal,
all actions of the Board of Trustees and principal must be consistent
with the staff member’s employment agreement.

Make a notification to Child, Youth and
3 Family or the Police.

Follow the procedures stipulated by these authorities.

Do not interview the child. Instead, provide Child, Youth and Family
or the Police with as much about the child and the
disclosure/suspicion of abuse as possible.

In the instance of third party perpetrators, parents/caregivers should
be notified of the alleged abuse at the earliest possible time (but only
in accordance with Child, Youth and Family protocol as to who
informs the parents/caregivers, when this occurs, and taking into
consideration the immediate safety of the child, the impact on the
family, and the identification of the alleged perpetrator).

Ensure the child and the school staff

4 are supported through this process.

Once a notification has been made, it can take some time for it to be
processed. If further abuse is suspected or disclosed contact Child,
Youth and Family again. During this time, if it is found the child is in
immediate or present danger from child abuse, contact the Police on
the emergency services phone number — 111.

Dealing with this process is likely to affect more than just the child. It
is important that his or her peers and the staff working with the child
are supported as well.

Figure 4: Suggested action to take when a student discloses or a teacher suspects child

abuse

Page 21




