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The Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and education
Adapted from A Human Rights-Based Approach to Education, Unicef/UNESCO, 2007


All the following rights need to be addressed in a school that is consistent with the principles and standards of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989).

SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS

Article 28 – the right to education on the basis of equality of opportunity, realized through provision of compulsory and free primary education, and available and accessible secondary education.

Article 29 – education needs to address the development of the child to his or her fullest potential and promote respect for human rights, the child’s own culture and the natural environment and to promote values of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality and friendship. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

Article 2 – education must be provided without discrimination on any grounds.

Article 3 – consideration of the child’s best interests must always be a primary consideration.

Article 6 – education must seek to promote children’s optimum development.

Article 12 – children have the right to express their views on all aspects of their education, their views being given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity.

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT RIGHTS

Articles 13–17 – the right to freedom of expression, thought, conscience and religion. Children also have the right to meet together with friends, to privacy and to information from a wide variety of sources.

Article 19 (and 28.2) – the right to protection from all forms of violence, injury, abuse, neglect or negligent treatment. Schools must also ensure that any discipline is administered in a way that does not undermine the dignity of a child.

Article 23 – the right of children with disabilities to education, not only without discrimination and on the basis of equality of opportunity, but also that promotes their fullest possible social inclusion.

Article 24 – the right to the best possible health.

Article 30 – the right to enjoy their own culture, language and religion.

Article 31 – the right to rest, play, recreation, leisure and to enjoy and take part in cultural life and the arts.

Article 32 – the right to protection from economic exploitation or hazardous work.

Article 34 – the right to protection from sexual exploitation and abuse.

Article 42 – the right to know about the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its implications for their lives.
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