The right to human rights-based education
Every person under the age of 18 years has the right to an education that respects and helps realise their human rights and those of others.

The importance of education, not only in its own right, but also as a foundation for the realisation of all other rights is acknowledged in the reference to education in every key human rights instrument. The right to an education is proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for which New Zealand campaigned so hard during the 1940s, and detailed in treaties – such as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child – that New Zealand helped create and which impose international legal obligations on the government.
The right to education includes the right of access to schooling for all, and the right to an education that helps individuals fulfil their potential, contributing to the realisation of their human rights (such as the rights to work and an adequate standard of living) and those of others. 
	The Convention on the Rights of the Child 
requires that 

· primary education [be] compulsory and available free to all; 

· different forms of secondary education be developed, including general and vocational education… available and accessible to every child, taking appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need;

· educational and vocational information and guidance be available and accessible to all children; 

· measures be taken to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out rates;

· school discipline be administered in a manner consistent with the child's human dignity and in conformity with the Convention. (article 28)

· “Education…shall be directed to:

(a) development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities 
to their fullest potential;

(b) development of respect for human rights....

(c) development of respect for the child’s parents, 

his or her own cultural identity, language and values, 

for the national values of the country.., 

the country from which he or she may originate, 

and for civilisations different from his or her own;

(d) preparation for responsible life in a free society, 
in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of the sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin;
(e) development of respect for the environment.”  (article 29)
· “[T]he principles and provisions of the Convention [are made] widely known, by appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike”  (article 42)
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