The human rights of young people 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRoC) articulates the human rights of people under 18 years of age, describing them more completely and providing a set of guiding principles that fundamentally shapes the way in which we view children and young people. 

The Convention spells out the basic human rights that people under 18 everywhere have, including the rights to 

· Survival, safety, and healthy development

· Action in the best interests of the child/young person, and respect for their evolving capacities
· Freedom of expression & participation in decisionmaking
· Good education

· Know their human rights.

By agreeing to undertake the obligations of the Convention, national governments have committed themselves to protecting and ensuring the rights of those under 18, and have agreed to hold themselves accountable for this commitment before the international community. States parties to the Convention are obliged to develop and undertake all actions and policies in the light of the best interests of the child/young person. They are required to teach children and young people their human rights. New Zealand ratified the Convention in 1993.
The Convention refers to the responsibility of young people to respect the rights of others, especially their parents. The Convention expressly recognises that parents have the most important role in the bringing up children. The text encourages parents to deal with rights issues with their children "in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child" (article 5). Parents and other adult caregivers, intuitively aware of the young person’s level of development, will often do this naturally. The issues they discuss, the way in which they answer questions, or the discipline methods they use will differ depending on whether the young person  is 3, 9 or 16 years of age. Helping young people to understand their rights does not mean parents should push them to make choices with consequences they are too young to handle.
	“Human rights education should provide information on the content of human rights treaties. But children should also learn about human rights by seeing human rights standards implemented in practice, whether at home, in school, or within the community. Human rights education should be a comprehensive, life-long process and start with the reflection of human rights values in the daily life and experiences of children”  
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The Convention provides a global consensus on societal values for all children and can guide our behaviours. �It promotes universal principles of the need to protect the rights of all children, help them to understand their responsibilities and offers a framework for teaching and learning.
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