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Resource Kit Activity 5
What if...
(from Compasito: Manual on human rights education for children, Council of Europe)
“The thinker makes a great mistake when he asks after cause and effect. They both together make up the indivisible phenomenon.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

A Secondary activity exploring the social sciences strands 'Place and Environment' – how people interact with their environment and 'Continuity and Change' – predicting future impact based on people’s past interactions. Themed on the indivisibility of human rights, students are required to consider the impact and interdependence of rights, understand cause and effect and consider rights in our daily life during this activity.
Theme

Human right indivisibility
Rationale

· To consider the impact and interdependence of rights

· Understand cause and effect.

· To consider rights in our daily life.

CURRIculum

Values

Innovation, inquiry, and curiosity – Pokirehau/whakamatemate – thinking critically.

Key Competencies

Thinking – constructing knowledge

Learning area/s

Social Sciences Strand: Place and Environment – how people interact with their environment and Continuity and Change – predicting future impact based on people’s past interactions.

Achievement objectives:

Level 4:  Understand that events have causes and effects.  

Level 5:  Understand how systems of government in New Zealand operate and affect people’s lives, and how they compare with another system. Understand how economic decisions impact on people, communities, and nations.  
Links to other learning areas

Economics – examine economic costs as a result of human rights issues

Human Rights Links 

Right to a social order:

UDHR
 Article 28: You have a right to the kind of world where you and all people can enjoy these rights and freedoms.

Freedom from interference in these human rights:

UDHR Article 30: No person, group, or government anywhere in the world should do anything to destroy these rights.

The child’s best interest:  

UNCRoC
 Article 3:  All actions and decisions that affect children should be based on what is best for you or any child.
Type of activity

Discussion and writing
Preparation

Copy and cut out the situation cards from Handout 3, copy Effects Cascade 
Materials

Situation cards, paper and pens for presentations, copies of Effects Cascade
Time Frame

60 minutes
Activity steps

1) Introduce the activity, explaining that everybody tries to imagine “What if…”  Sometimes we imagine the good situations (e.g. “What if there were no more wars?”) and sometimes bad situations (e.g., “What if a war occurred in my country?”).  In this activity, they will be given a situation and asked to consider what effects it might have on people’s lives.


2) Introduce the Effects Cascade and illustrate how one situation can lead to a chain of events; use a simple, familiar situation (e.g. What if you were not allowed to go to school?  Not learn how to read?  Not be able to follow written instructions, understand a map, write a letter, or use the computer?).  
3) Divide the students into small groups and give each group a situation and a copy of the Effects Cascade, and pens.  Ask them to work together to complete it.


4) When the students have completed the Effects Cascade, explain that they should now prepare a stage presentation that shows what effects that they have imagined could arise from the situation.  Give the students time to prepare their presentations.


5) Ask each group in turn to read out their situations and act out their presentation.


6) After each presentation, ask for questions and comments, asking questions such as these:


a) Can you think of other effects that this situation might have?

b) What human rights are involved in this situation?  Does the situation violate a right?  Protect and promote a right?

c) Are other rights involved in the effects on the situation?

Discuss the following questions:


· How do you feel about this activity?

· Was it difficult to imagine the situation given?

· Was it difficult to think of the effects that could result from this situation?

· Do you think these situations are realistic?  Why or why not?

· Do you believe that these situations exist in the world?

· How would you react in this situation?

· What could we do to change this situation?

Relate the activity to human rights (using the UDHR if needed), asking questions such as these:


· When one right is violated, how does that affect other rights?  Can you think of any examples from the presentations?

· When one right is protected and promoted, how does that affect other rights?  Can you think of any examples from the presentations?

· Why do we need all our human rights?

Guidelines

1) The effectiveness of this activity depends greatly on the kind of situations you offer the students.  Adapt or develop new situations that relate to the students’ experiences and concerns.  Situations could address general human rights or any particular rights theme.  For example, you could develop situations that all address social and economic rights or specific themes such as gender equality or the environment.  Try to include both positive situations, e.g. What if men and women earned the same amount of money?  What if everyone in our town cut their garbage in half by recycling?  And negative situations, e.g. What if only men could own property?  What if every adult in our town owned a personal car?

2) Be prepared to give some real-life examples of these situations that may actually exist or have existed in the past (e.g. women unable to own property or attend schools, boys and girls forced into military service).
Assessment

Record participation and thoroughness of the “Effects Cascade.”

Extension

(adapted from ABC, Teaching Human Rights)

Young people today need to understand the world as a complex web of interdependent relationships and appreciate the delicate balance among the parts of that web, so that changing any one part affects the whole.  For example, environmental pollution in one place can affect food chains, health, living conditions, and livelihoods in many other places.  Issues too are interrelated.  Poverty may be caused by many factors, and any efforts to eradicate poverty must consider all of them.

Find a pressing fact in the world today and write a statement concerning it.  Then write three consequences as a result of that factual statement.  Then below each of these three statements, write three consequences resulting from each. 
  

“In ___ at least 30 per cent of the population is infected with HIV.”


1. Many children will be born infected with HIV.

2. So many sick people will overburden national health care services.

3. The parents of many children will die.


i. Families and social services will be overburdened caring for orphaned children.

ii. There will be fewer workers available.

iii. There will be many children without parents to raise them properly.

Examine the economic costs on a country’s GNP (Gross National Product – value of all goods and services produced in a country in one year) when a social need is not met, such as health care.

Modifications

For some children, grasping the interdependence of rights will be difficult – they could participate in the “Situations” and not complete the Effects Cascade.

Handout 3
Situations

Below are some situations you can use.  Choose the ones most relevant to your group or create new ones.  Include both positive and negative situations.

Situation 1

The government has decided to close all the schools and universities.  From tomorrow onwards, all the children can do what they want instead of going to school.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 2

The government has decided to close down all the hospitals in order to save money.  There will be no more doctors or pharmacies.  Instead, books on herbal remedies will be offered at a low price.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 3

The government has decided that it is forbidden to play on the street, in the parks, in schools or anywhere else where people can see this.  Besides this, all sports stores will also be closed and nobody will be able to sell sports gear anymore.  Anyone who gets caught playing at home will go to court and eventually to jail.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 4

The government has decided that from tomorrow onwards, only girls can go to school and can play in their free time.  All the boys have to start working in the factory.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 5

The government has decided that from tomorrow onwards, nobody can be seen in the presence of more than two people.  All gatherings of groups of more than two people are forbidden.  Violations will be punished by imprisonment.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 6

The government has decided that every school should have a computer room with enough computers so that every child can use the computer at least three hours a week.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 7

The government has decided to establish a Youth Council to advise the city council on matters that concern children.  Every school in our community may elect two representatives to serve on this council.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 8

The government has decided that in order to increase international understanding, every child should have the opportunity to visit another country in Europe before they are fourteen.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 9

The government has decided that children with disabilities should be encouraged to participate in the community as much as possible.  Barriers to participation should be removed, and the children provided with whatever assistance they may need, such as wheelchairs, hearing aids, books in Braille and computers.  As far as possible, children with disabilities should be schooled with all other children.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Situation 10

The government has decided that from tomorrow onwards, every child that fails one test will be removed from the school.  Only children who never fail a test are allowed to continue studying.

What immediate effects would this situation have? And in future years?

Handout 4  Effects Cascade
Situation
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� Universal Declaration of Human Rights


� United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
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