www.rightsined.org.nz
RIGHTS, RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITIES | Page 1 of 5[image: image1.png]Human Rights
in Education
N Mana Tika Tangata





Resource Kit Activity 3

Human Rights Advocates 

“When you are inspired by some great purpose, some extraordinary project, all your thoughts break their bonds: Your mind transcends limitations, your consciousness expands in every direction, and you find yourself in a new, great, and wonderful world.  Dormant forces, faculties and talents become alive, and you discover yourself to be a greater person by far than you ever dreamed yourself to be.”

Patanjali

A Secondary social studies or history activity promoting the study of social justice leaders. Through undertaking this activity students should become familiar with historical figures in the human rights field, be able to compare human rights perspectives past and present and identify attributes of leaders in the social justice realm. Curriculum values explored; excellence - hiranga by persevering in the face of difficulties; equity - Tika/pono through social justice; and integrity - Ngãkau/tapatahi by acting ethically.

Theme

Social justice leaders 

RaTIONALE
· To be familiar with historical figures in the human rights field

· To compare human rights perspectives past and present

· To identify attributes of leaders in the social justice realm
CURRICULUM

Values

Excellence - Hiranga by persevering in the face of difficulties; Equity - Tika/pono through social justice; and Integrity - Ngãkau/tapatahi by acting ethically.

Key Competencies

Thinking and Using language, symbols and texts 

Learning area/s

Social Strand: Identity, Culture and Organisation – People’s identities and their effects on participation in society and Continuity and Change – Past actions and the changing ways in which these have been interpreted over time
Achievement objectives

Level 4:  Understand how people participate individually and collectively in response to community challenges.

Level 5:  Understand how the ideas and actions of people in the past have had a significant impact on people’s lives.  
Links to other learning areas

Geography – map journey of human rights advocate, highlighting involvement of vested ethnic groups.

HUMAN RIGHTS LINKS 

Freedom from discrimination: 

UNCRoC
 Article 2: You should not be discriminated against for any reason, including your race, colour, sex, language, religion, opinion, origin, social or economic status, disability, birth, or any other quality of our or your parents or guardians.

UDHR
 Article 2:  You have all these human rights no matter what your race, skin colour, sex, language, religion, opinions, family background, social or economic status, birth or nationality.

Right to equality:

UDHR Article 1:  You are born free and equal in rights to every other human being.  

Type of activity
Study and discussion
Preparation

Copies of Handout 2 “Human Rights Advocates”

Materials

Pencil and paper, access to the Internet/Library for further research.
Time Frame

60 - 90 minutes
Activity steps

1) Give the students Handout 2 “Human Rights Advocates” and take turns reading through each one. 


2) Have the students pick one of the human rights advocates to research.  They will need to choose an event they consider a turning point or culminating event in this advocate’s life, explain why they chose it, and its impact on the advocate’s contribution to human rights or social justice causes.


3) Present the research paper’s findings to the class.  The class could discuss the following:

· What character attributes do the human rights advocates hold?  How are these important for work in the human rights field?  How did they handle setbacks or opposition?

· Describe the perceptions and/or prejudices of the different groups during the culminating event.

· Which article from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights would their work most closely address?

· What methods did these men and women use for highlighting abuses and enacting change that were effective?

· Are there current crises in the world that could benefit from these same tactics?


4)    Group students into groups of four or five.  Have each group identify a NGO (Non-Government Organisation) in their community that champions human rights.  Each group is responsible for making a list of five to seven questions to ask a representative of this NGO that centres on the character development of human rights workers.  Examples of questions could be:

· What character attributes do you think are instrumental to campaigning for human rights?  

· Whom do you most admire?  Why?

· What attracted you to this line of work? 

· Has there been a culminating event or turning point in your life that encouraged you in the line of human rights work? 

· What keeps you going when there are difficulties?  


5)    Design a “Wall of Local Community Heroes” and post the questionnaires with a short biography of each NGO person. 

Assessment

Individual five-minute speeches on human rights advocates or ten minute group presentations on NGO representatives.

Extension

Write a play that dramatises the culminating event in the advocate’s life.

Modifications

Construct a timeline of the advocate’s life.  

Handout 2 

Human Rights Advocates

Eglantyne Jebb (1876–1928), and her sister Dorothy Buxton, founded the first Save the Children organisation in May 1919, in London.  Shocked by the aftermath of World War 1 and the Russian Revolution, they were determined to secure improvements to children’s lives.  Their goal was to create a powerful international organisation, which would extend its influence to the remotest corner of the globe.  Eglantyne Jebb was the first to press for worldwide safeguards for children.  The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by the United Nations in 1989 and now ratified by nearly all countries worldwide, has its roots in her pioneering work.  

Peter Fraser (1884-1950) moved to New Zealand from London at the age of 26, believing the country to have a strong progressive spirit.  He played a leading part in forming the Labour Party in 1916 and served as Prime Minister of New Zealand from 1940 until 1949, serving longer that any other New Zealand Labour Prime Minister.  In his last term he took on the portfolio of Maori Affairs, an area of great interest for him.  Fraser gained much respect internationally, campaigning in the 1940s for human rights to be central to the United Nations structure.
Te Whiti-o-Rongomai (1830-1907) with Tohu Kakahi, encouraged their 2000 large tribe to use non-violent opposition to the New Zealand government at Parihaka.  Despite continuous arrests, they stood peacefully to protest the Crown from taking their tribal lands and trying to label them as rebels for defending it.  As he and the Parihaka community were imprisoned without trial, he continued to rally people to show strength through non-violent resistance.   

Mohandas Karamchand (Mahatma) Gandhi (1869-1948) was a champion of using passive resistance, civil disobedience and non-violence as tools for social justice change.  He was arrested several times, often fasting for long periods while in prison.  He led thousands of Indians to the Arabian Sea to protest the tax on salt, where they made their own salt by evaporating the seawater.  He became a leader in the movement for India to win home rule, eventually winning independence from Britain.

Martin Luther King (1929-1968) was a Baptist pastor and an African-American civil rights leader who used non-violent methods to organise boycotts and protest marches; he gave speeches encouraging civil participation and full recognition of people regardless of their race. 

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884 – 1962), the wife of U.S. President Roosevelt, was instrumental in the drafting of the UDHR.  After Franklin Roosevelt was stricken with polio, Mrs. Roosevelt traveled extensively around the U.S., visiting relief projects, surveying working and living conditions, and then reporting her observations to the President.  She became an advocate of the rights and needs of the poor, of minorities, and of the disadvantaged.  She was chairman of the Human Rights Commission during the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which was adopted by the General Assembly on December 10, 1948.
Dame Whina Cooper (1895-1994) became the founding president of the Maori Women's Welfare League.  She became known throughout New Zealand for encouraging restitution for long standing land disputes and social justice claims.  In 1975, she led a historic march from North Cape to Parliament in Wellington to protest about the loss of Maori land. 

Peter Benenson (1921 – 2005) founded Amnesty International in 1961, a human-rights movement with more than two million members in 150 countries.  Benenson read a short newspaper article about two Portuguese students who had been arrested and sentenced to seven years in jail after drinking a toast to liberty in a cafe.  He wrote a newspaper article urging the release of “prisoners of conscience.”  Their response shaped the beginning of Amnesty International.  Amnesty was awarded a Nobel Peace Prize for having "contributed to securing the ground for freedom, for justice, and thereby also for peace in the world".

Shirin Ebadi, (1947- ) an Iranian lawyer, human rights activist, and founder of Children's Rights Support Association in Iran.  Ms. Ebadi was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her significant and pioneering efforts for democracy and human rights, especially women's and children's rights.  She is the first Iranian, the first Shia and the first Muslim woman to ever receive the prize.  

Nelson Mandela (1918- ) spent 27 years in prison, most of it at Robben Island, for crimes organised against apartheid.  He became a symbol of equality and dignity in the face of adversity while held in prison.  After he was released, he became President of South Africa.  He is a noted statesman and has won the Nobel Peace Prize.

Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, (1935- ) is the exiled spiritual leader of the Tibetan Buddhists who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.  He was the first Dalai Lama to travel to the West.  He has helped to introduce the concepts of Buddhism to the world, and to promote the concepts of universal responsibility, secular ethics, and religious harmony. 

Bono (1960 -) and the band U2 have often used their fame to draw attention to humanitarian causes around the world.  In the band's early days, Bono spoke during concerts against the violence in Northern Ireland.  He visited Ethiopia during the famine crisis in the 1980s.  U2 drew attention to the atrocities in the Balkans by broadcasting interviews from Sarajevo during the ZooTV concert tour.  Bono hopes to erase the debt of third-world countries and campaigns to increase awareness of AIDS in Africa.

Ryan Hreljac, (1991 -) while in school, received the Order of Ontario, Canada, for his work in 2003 for making extraordinary contributions to other children.  Ryan founded the Ryan’s Well Foundation at age six and has raised money to build more than 350 wells that help provide fresh water and adequate sanitation in fourteen African countries.  In January of 1997, at the age of 6, Ryan's grade two teacher led a lesson about the plight of people in Africa who were without water and had to walk for kilometers every day just to get clean water.  Ryan decided to raise the money to drill a well, by doing extra chores to earn the money, eventually setting up the Ryan's Well Foundation. 

� United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child


� Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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