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My puppet family
 (Adapted from OHCHR (2003) ‘ABC: Teaching Human Rights – Practical activities for primary and secondary schools. Page. 22. Download this resource from http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu6/2/abc_text.pdf ) 

Rationale

To develop an understanding of universal human rights in children through exploring their relationships with family, friends and world at large.
Curriculum 

Learning areas 
Social sciences
The Arts

Values
Respect for self, others & human rights
Diversity
Equity
Community & participation
Integrity

Key Competencies

Thinking
Using language, symbols, and texts
Managing self
Relating to others
Participating and contributing 
Achievement objectives
Level 1 (Social Studies):   

Understand that people have different roles and responsibilities as part of their participation in groups.

Level 2 (Social Studies): 

Understand how people make choices to meet their needs and wants.

Understand how cultural practices reflect and express people’s customs, traditions, and values.

Links to other learning areas

Learning languages

Human Rights 

	
	International Bill 
of Human Rights
	UNCRoC

	Right to marriage & family, support for family
	UDHR 16
	CRC 5,9,10,11.20,21,37

	Right to peaceful assembly and association
	UDHR 20 
	CRC 15

	Right to participate in cultural life 
	UDHR 27
	CRC 30

	Right to a free and fair community
	UDHR 28
	

	Duty to the community so human rights can be realised
	UDHR 29
	


Activity

Type of activity

Discussion, creativity, thinking, performance. 
Preparation

Clearing space for making puppets and gathering materials, creating an area for display and performance.
Materials
Art supplies, sticks, pens, paper, glue, tape etc
Time Frame

90-120 mins depending on class size, amount of puppets made and discussion
Activity steps

· Each child makes a family of puppets that includes one of him or herself. 

· These can be very simple, like cardboard cut-outs coloured and fixed to sticks, or clay or mud figures. 

· The figures are named and the relationships between them described and explained. 

· Each child then devises a scenario e.g. a wedding or a festival, or an everyday situation such as a family dinner, which is shown to the others in the class.

·  The puppet family can be extended to include other people who live nearby.

· Through dramatising everyday situations and interactions between people, children are encouraged to appreciate and consider the importance of family and friends in their lives.  
 

· Extend the activity to include individuals from anywhere in the world to help children consider their relationship to human beings around the world and the importance of global standards for Human Rights. 
Guidelines
You may want to split the class into groups to make the time frame smaller and encourage group participation.
Extension
Ask the children to discuss some of the specific human rights that may affect people in the dramatisation.
* 
Depending on the level of extention, for upper or lower primary. 
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