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What does a child need?
(Adapted from OHCHR (2003) ‘ABC: Teaching Human Rights – Practical activities for primary and secondary schools. Page. 28. Download this resource from http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu6/2/abc_text.pdf ) 

Rationale

To teach children about their rights. Increasing children’s awareness of an international rights framework detailing their individual rights and responsibilities.
Curriculum 

Learning areas 
Social sciences
The Arts

Values
Respect for self, others & human rights
Diversity
Equity
Community & participation
Integrity

Key Competencies

Thinking
Using language, symbols, and texts
Managing self
Relating to others
Participating and contributing 
Achievement objectives
Level 1 (Social Studies):   

Understand that people have different roles and responsibilities as part of their participation in groups.

Level 2 (Social Studies): 

Understand how people make choices to meet their needs and wants.

Understand how cultural practices reflect and express people’s customs, traditions, and values.

Level 3 (Social Studies): 

Understand how groups make and implement rules and laws.

Links to other learning areas

Health & physical education
Learning languages
Human Rights 

	
	International Bill 
of Human Rights
	UNCRoC

	Freedom from discrimination
	UDHR 2
	CRC 2

	Right to life
	UDHR 3
	CRC 6,37

	Right to security
	UDHR 3
	CRC 19

	Freedom from slavery
	UDHR 4
	CRC

	Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
	UDHR 5
	CRC 37

	Right to recognition in law
	UDHR 6
	CRC 8

	Right to equality before the law
	UDHR 7
	

	Right to effective remedy for violation of rights
	UDHR 8
	CRC 37

	Freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention
	UDHR 9
	CRC 37

	Right to a fair hearing, presumption of innocence
	UDHR 10,11
	CRC 40

	Rights to privacy, reputation
	UDHR 12
	CRC 16

	Freedom of movement
	UDHR 13
	CRC

	Right to seek safety from persecution
	UDHR 14 
	CRC 22

	Right to a nationality
	UDHR 15
	CRC 7

	Right to marriage & family, support for family
	UDHR 16
	CRC 5,9,10,11.20,21,37

	Right to own property
	UDHR 17 
	CRC

	Freedom of thought, conscience and religion
	UDHR 18
	CRC 14

	Freedom of opinion & expression
	UDHR 19
	CRC 13,17

	Right to information
	UDHR 19
	CRC 17

	Right to peaceful assembly and association
	UDHR 20
	CRC 15

	Right to participation in governance and public affairs
	UDHR 21
	

	Right to social assistance
	UDHR 22
	CRC 18,26

	Right to decent work
	UDHR 23
	CRC 32

	Right to rest and leisure
	UDHR 24
	CRC 31

	Right to an adequate standard of living for health and well-being
	UDHR 25
	CRC 27

	Right to health
	UDHR 25
	CRC 24

	Right to education
	UDHR 26
	CRC 28,29

	Right to know human rights
	Preamble to UDHR 
	CRC 42

	Right to participate in cultural life 
	UDHR 27
	CRC 30

	Right to benefit from science
	UDHR 27
	

	Right to protection of intellectual property
	ICESCR 15
	

	Right to a free and fair community
	UDHR 28
	

	Duty to the community so human rights can be realised
	UDHR 29
	

	
	
	

	Right of child to have best interests as primary consideration in decision making
	
	CRC 3

	Right of child to express views in all matters affecting him/her
	
	CRC 12

	Rights of children with disabilities
	
	CRC 23


Activity

Type of activity

Discussion, critical thinking and evaluation.
Preparation

Make space for groups to gather around large pieces of paper.
Materials

Pens and large pieces of paper
Time Frame

2 hours
Activity steps

· Working in small groups, students draw a large outline of a child and give the child a name. 

· They then decide on the mental, physical and spiritual qualities they want this ideal child to have as an adult, (e.g. good health, a sense of humour, kindness) and write these qualities inside the outline.

· They might also make symbols on or around the child to represent these ideal qualities (e.g. books to represent education). 

· Outside the child, the group lists the human and material resources the child will need to achieve these qualities (e.g. if the child is to be healthy, it will need good and health care). 

· Each group then “introduces” its new member of the community and explains its choices for the child. 

· Introduce the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Then read aloud the summarised version of the Convention. 

· When the children hear an article that guarantees a child each of the needs they have listed, they write the number of the article(s) next to that item. 

· Circle any needs identified by the class but not covered by the Convent
Extension
Ask the children to discuss why they did not include any of the rights conveyed in the convention, or why they included things that were not in the convention.
Modifications

This Activity could be done with the UDHR as well as UNCROC. 
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