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Planning for a new country
(Adapted from OHCHR (2003) ‘ABC: Teaching Human Rights – Practical activities for primary and secondary schools. Pages 26-27. Download this resource from http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu6/2/abc_text.pdf) 
Rationale

This activity will develop children’s understanding of how international human rights agreements come about as a process of negotiation. As students are challenged to prioritise and analyse the rights most important to them and those around them, clear links between each person’s needs and the existing international human rights framework will be drawn. 
Curriculum 

Learning areas 
Social sciences
English

The Arts

Values
Respect for self, others & human rights

Innovation, inquiry & curiosity

Diversity

Equity

Community & participation

Ecological sustainability

Integrity

Key Competencies

Thinking

Using language, symbols, and texts

Relating to others
Participating and contributing 

Achievement objectives
Level 1 (Social Studies):   Understand that people have different roles and responsibilities as part of                       their participation in groups.

Level 2 (Social Studies): Understand how people make choices to meet their needs and wants.

Level 3 (Social Studies): Understand how groups make and implement rules and laws.

Level 4 (Social Studies):  Understand how formal and informal groups make decisions that impact    on communities. Understand how people participate individually and collectively in response to community challenges.

Possible Links to other learning areas

Health & physical education

Learning languages

Mathematics & statistics           
Science

Technology 
Human Rights 

	
	International Bill 
of Human Rights
	UNCRoC

	Right to a free and fair community
	UDHR 28
	

	Freedom from discrimination
	UDHR 2
	CRC 2

	Right to life
	UDHR 3
	CRC 6,37

	Right to security
	UDHR 3
	CRC 19

	Freedom from slavery
	UDHR 4
	CRC 32,35,36

	Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
	UDHR 5
	CRC 37

	Right to recognition in law
	UDHR 6
	CRC 8

	Right to equality before the law
	UDHR 7
	

	Right to effective remedy for violation of rights
	UDHR 8
	CRC 37

	Freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention
	UDHR 9
	CRC 37

	Right to a fair hearing, presumption of innocence
	UDHR 10,11
	CRC 40

	Rights to privacy, reputation
	UDHR 12
	CRC 16

	Freedom of movement
	UDHR 13
	

	Right to seek safety from persecution
	UDHR 14 
	CRC 22

	Right to a nationality
	UDHR 15
	CRC 7

	Right to marriage & family, support for family
	UDHR 16
	CRC 5,9,10,11.20,21,37

	Right to own property
	UDHR 17 
	

	Freedom of thought, conscience and religion
	UDHR 18 
	CRC 14

	Freedom of opinion & expression
	UDHR 19
	CRC 13,17

	Right to information
	UDHR 19
	CRC 17

	Right to peaceful assembly and association
	UDHR 20
	CRC 15

	Right to participation in governance and public affairs
	UDHR 21
	

	Right to social assistance
	UDHR 22
	CRC 18,26

	Right to decent work
	UDHR 23
	CRC 32

	Right to rest and leisure
	UDHR 24
	CRC 31

	Right to an adequate standard of living for health and well-being
	UDHR 25
	CRC 27

	Right to health
	UDHR 25
	CRC 24

	Right to education
	UDHR 26
	CRC 28,29

	Right to know human rights
	Preambles to UDHR 
	CRC 42

	Right to participate in cultural life 
	UDHR 27
	CRC 30

	Right to benefit from science
	UDHR 27
	

	Duty to the community so human rights can be realised
	UDHR 29; 
preambles to ICCPR,ICESCR
	

	Right of child to have best interests as primary consideration in decisionmaking
	
	CRC 3

	Right of child to express views in all matters affecting him/her
	
	CRC 12

	Rights of children with disabilities
	
	CRC 23


Activity
Type of activity

Thinking, group discussion, personal analysis, vocabulary and articulation. 
Preparation

Teacher may need copies of UNCROC and/or the UDHR to distribute at the end of the activity and compare to the class’ findings.  Additionally these will be useful for the teacher during group discussions. 
Materials

Paper, pens, white board to collate ideas
Time Frame

1-2 hours depending on how thoroughly the activity is carried out. 
Activity steps

· Explain to students that a new land has been discovered that has everything needed to sustain human life. 

· No one has ever lived there before; there are no laws and no history. 

· The whole class will be settling there. A small group has been appointed to draw up a list of 27 rights for this new country. 

· Students do not know what position you will have in the new country. 

· Working in small groups, students in each group give this country a name and list ten rights the whole group can agree upon. 

· Each group presents its list and the whole class makes a “class list” that includes all the rights mentioned. 

· Discuss the class list (e.g. what would happen if some rights were excluded? Have any important rights been left out? How is this list different from your classroom rules?)

Guidelines

Students may start to list rights pertaining to ‘wants’ rather than ‘needs and may need the difference pointed out and explained to them.  Often children take many of their readily available rights, such as the right to security or to rest and leisure for granted.  You may need to question them to aid them in their analysis of what ‘needs’ are really essential in their lives. 
Extension
Distribute copies of the UDHR and UNCROC to the children and ask them to compare their set of rights to these international treaties.  Are there any rights which have been left out in their work or in the treaties? 
Ask students to prioritise which rights are in their top 10 human rights for their new country.  Why have they prioritised these rights? You could introduce the concept of categories of rights to students if their interest is aroused. Which rights are social/political/economic? 
Modifications

This activity could be modified to tie in with the task of creating a class agreement... the class’ own ‘rights treaty’ as such.  Once the students have created an ideal set of rights for a new country, discussion can be easily directed toward the creation of a rights agreement between students and teacher - to practically support each others’ human rights every day in the classroom. 
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