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The Lifeline

 (Adapted from OHCHR (2003) ‘ABC: Teaching Human Rights – Practical activities for primary and secondary schools. Page.22. Download this resource from http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu6/2/abc_text.pdf) 
Rationale

For children to share with one another the things which are most important to them in life. 
Te Whāriki
Content linking this activity to Te Whāriki coming soon. 

Human Rights 

	
	UDHR Articles
	UNCRoC Articles

	Freedom from discrimination
	UDHR 2
	CRC 2

	Right to life
	UDHR 3
	CRC 6,37

	Right to security
	UDHR 3
	CRC 19

	Right of child to express views in all matters affecting him/her
	
	CRC 12


Activity
Type of activity

Art, creativity, thinking and sharing
Preparation

Gather together materials needed.
Materials

Yarn or string, colouring in utensils, card, paper, cello tape, scissors etc. 
Time Frame

Allow at least a few hours.
Activity steps

· Each child stretches out a piece of yarn that represents his or her own life. 
· Children then hang on their yarn drawings, stories and objects that convey the important things that have happened to them. 
· This can be done in chronological sequence, or in any order that the child may want. It can also be extended into the future.
Guidelines

It may be helpful to get children to brainstorm and plan their lifeline a few days before making it so you can ensure all the necessary materials are available and that all plans are feasible.  They may want to show their plans to parents and bring pictures or photographs from home to include. 
Extension
Teachers can hang up the lifelines around the classroom.  
Modifications

This activity could also be done on poster paper as flow charts. 
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