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Puppets

 (from Canadian Child Care Federation Resource Sheet #63, ‘Respecting Children’s Rights in Practice’. Download this resource from http://www.cccf-fcsge.ca/publications/resourcesheets_en.html) 
Rationale

Teaching children the difference between right and wrong and the beginnings of conflict resolution and mediation skills. This activity can be used within early childhood education or at lower primary level. 
Te Whāriki
Content linking this activity to Te Whāriki coming soon. 

 NZ Curriculum 

Learning areas 
Social sciences

English

The Arts

Values
Respect for self, others & human rights

Diversity

Equity

Community & participation

Integrity

Key Competencies

Thinking

Using language, symbols, and texts

Managing self

Relating to others

Participating and contributing 
Achievement objectives
Level 1 (Social Studies):   

Understand that people have different roles and responsibilities as part of their participation in groups.

Level 2 (Social Studies): 

Understand how people make choices to meet their needs and wants.
Human Rights 

	
	UDHR Articles
	UNCRoC Articles

	Right to security
	UDHR 3
	CRC 19

	Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
	UDHR 5
	CRC 37

	Right to equality before the law
	UDHR 7
	

	Right to effective remedy for violation of rights
	UDHR 8
	CRC 37

	Right to a fair hearing, presumption of innocence
	UDHR 10,11
	CRC 40

	Right to seek safety from persecution
	UDHR 14 
	CRC 22

	Freedom of thought, conscience and religion
	UDHR 18 
	CRC 14

	Freedom of opinion & expression
	UDHR 19
	CRC 13,17

	Right to information
	UDHR 19
	CRC 17

	Right to know human rights
	Preambles to UDHR 
	CRC 42

	Right to a free and fair community
	UDHR 28
	

	Duty to the community so human rights can be realised
	UDHR 29; 
	


Activity

Type of activity

Creativity, discussion, conflict resolution 
Preparation

The puppets used will either have to be bought, or made by the children.  Preparation will vary depending on the quality of the puppets, you could make Popsicle stick puppets for instance without much preparation time.  It can be quite effective to have children model the puppets on themselves to bring more personal relevance to the situations enacted. 
Materials

Puppet making materials, an appropriate ‘stage’ for the puppet shows.....a simple desk with a sheet over it may do. 
Time Frame

Unspecified, depending on quality of puppets.  At least a few hours. 
Activity steps

Children are asked to perform scenarios with puppets in which the characters act with a lack of respect for each others’ rights and responsibilities; e.g. perhaps Leslie knocks over Annie’s block castle, Peter steals a chocolate bar from Mark or Annie teases Peter about his haircut.  

Have the children act out the consequences of their puppets’ disrespectful actions and help them find ways to resolve conflicts in ways that respect everyone’s rights. 
Guidelines

If the concept of respecting rights is too much for the children, it may be better to phrase the purpose of the exercise as trying to respect everyone. 
Extension
Discuss with the children other times in their lives when they were unhappy because of someone’s behaviour towards them, ask them to think about how they could fix these situations and express their opinions and feelings to make things better. This can be as simple as learning a class phrase like....”stop that I don’t like it, you are not respecting me.”
Modifications

Teachers will need to modify the level of rhetoric according to the children’s ages and understanding. 
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