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Letters and Friends
 (Adapted from OHCHR (2003) ‘ABC: Teaching Human Rights – Practical activities for primary and secondary schools. Page. 23. Download this resource from http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu6/2/abc_text.pdf) 
Rationale

To promote communication and understanding between different groups of young people. 
Curriculum 

Learning areas 
Social sciences
The Arts

Learning languages

Values
Respect for self, others & human rights

Excellence
Innovation, inquiry & curiosity

Diversity

Equity

Community & participation

Key Competencies

Using language, symbols, and texts

Relating to others
Links to other learning areas

English

Mathematics & statistics

Technology

Human Rights 

	
	International Bill 
of Human Rights
	UNCRoC

	Right to a free and fair community
	UDHR 28
	


Activity

Type of activity

Letter writing, emailing and visual correspondence. 
Preparation

Do some research and establish initial communication with teachers at the exchange school. Make sure this will be a mutually beneficial and committed relationship. 
Materials

Computer access, email capacity, web cams could be a great addition so that children can virtually speak with their exchange class face to face. 
Time Frame

unspecified
Activity steps

Set up a letter or email exchange with another class in another school or even another country. Initiate this exchange by sending poems or gifts from the class. This may lead to a visit later if the distance allows, and chance to meet the children of the other community. 

Investigate the twin school:

· How big is it?

· What games are played there?


· What do the parents do?


· What are the differences and similarities?

Guidelines

Communications between students within class time will have to be appropriately monitored according to the age and evolving maturity of the students involved. 
Extension
You could share your class agreement with the other class to show them how this document created by students and teacher promotes harmonious learning and respect in your classroom. Short films could be made of the students introducing themselves to the other class and exchanged. The possibilities are endless really! 
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