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Resource Kit Activity 7

When is old enough?  

(adapted from ABC: Teaching Human Rights)

“Perhaps a modern society can remain stable only by eliminating adolescence, by giving its young, from the age of ten, the skills, responsibilities, and rewards of grownups, and opportunities for action in all spheres of life.  Adolescence should be a time of useful action, while book learning and scholarship should be a preoccupation of adults.”
Eric Hoffer

A Secondary social sciences activity examining evolving capacities and children’s participation in society. Students will be encouraged to reflect on decision-making processes in families, discuss child participation in family life and become familiar with the concept of evolving capacities. Curriculum key competencies 'Managing self' and 'Participating and Contributing' are addressed - as students learn when and how to act independently and gain the capacity to contribute appropriately as a group member, whilst balancing rights, roles and responsibilities.
Theme

Evolving capacities and children’s participation in society

rationale

· To reflect on decision-making processes in families

· To discuss child participation in family life

· To introduce the concept of evolving capacities  

curriculum

Values

Equity - Tika/pono through fairness

Key Competencies

Managing self – when and how to act independently and Participating and Contributing – the capacity to contribute appropriately as a group member and to create opportunities for others, have a sense of belonging and the importance of balancing rights, roles and responsibilities.

Learning area/s
Identity, Culture and Organisation – participation of groups and individuals

Achievement objectives

Level 4:  Understand how formal and informal groups make decisions that impact on communities. Understand how people participate individually and collectively in response to community challenges.

Level 5:  Understand how systems of government in New Zealand operate and affect people’s lives, and how they compare with another system. Understand how people define and seek human rights.

Links to other learning areas

English – speechwriting to address barriers to children’s full participation in community affairs.

 Human Rights links
Right to recognition as a person before the law:  

UDHR Article 6:  You have a right to be protected and treated equally by the law without discrimination of any kind.

Parental guidance and the child’s growing abilities:

UNCRoC Article 5: Your family has the main responsibility for guiding you, so that as you grow, you learn to use your rights properly.  Governments should respect this right.

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion:  

Article 14:  You have the right to think and believe what you want and to practise your religion as long as you do not stop other people form enjoying their rights.  Your parents or guardians should guide you on these matters.

Type of activity

Decision making, small group discussion
Preparation

Prepare questions ready to read out and make a set of cards for each student.
Materials

1 each of green, yellow and orange cards for each student
Time Frame

45minutes
Activity steps

1)  When is “old enough?”  Read the following story to the class: (from ABC: Teaching Human Rights)


Eku and Romit met when they sat side by side at primary school.  They soon became best friends, but their friendship had a problem.  Their families belonged to different social groups that had a long history of distrust.  So when Romit asked if Eku could visit, both parents firmly refused.  Eku’s family spoke to the teacher and had the friends seated separately.  However, their friendship continued until Eku was sent away to finish secondary school in another town.  The friends promised to write, but whenever a letter from Eku arrived, Romit’s parents destroyed it before Romit could even open it.  Romit understands his parents’ feelings but also thinks that at sixteen you are old enough to choose your own friends and entitled to have letters kept private.

Discuss

1) What rights does Romit have according to the CRC?

How can Romit’s ‘evolving capacity’ be determined?

What rights do Romit’s parents have?

Strategise how this conflict might be resolved.


2) Give the students the prequiz on Handout 6


3) Give a set of cards to each student (green, yellow and orange).  Explain that you will read out a list of decisions that should be made, and after each question you will ask the group to think about who should make the decision.  If the child thinks that the parent/s should make the decision, then they should hold up a green card.  If they think the child should make the decision, then they should hold up a yellow card.  If they think the child and the parent/s should make the decision together, then they should hold up an orange card.


4) Read out the questions one by one and after each question wait until everyone in the group has held up their card.  Encourage the children to look around at the responses from the rest of the group after each question.  Some children in the group will probably make comments, but discourage discussion at this point: hold discussion until the debriefing.
Debriefing

1) Debrief the activity by asking questions such as these:


a) Was it difficult to respond to some of the questions?  Why?

b) Which ones were easier to respond to and which ones were more difficult?  Why?

c) Why did some people have different answers?

d) Is there a right answer or a wrong answer to the questions?

e) Does the age of a child make a difference in the role they should have in making decisions concerning themselves?  Why or why not?


2) Introduce the phrase ‘evolving capacities’ and explain that it means that children have more decision making opportunities and responsibilities in personal matters as they mature.  Refer specifically to Article 5 and 14 of the CRC and discuss this concept further, and look at Handout 8.  Ask questions such as these about the children’s own role in decision making:

a) Are you involved in making decision in your family?  Which decisions are they?

b) Are there some things that you can make a decision about yourself?  What decisions are they?

c) Are there some things that you need help and guidance from your parent/s to make decisions about?  What things are they?

d) What are some ways you can ask for more guidance from your parent/s?

e) Is it important for you and your parent/s to participate in your family life?  Why or why not?’

f) What are some ways you can participate more in your family life?

g) Do you like the way decisions are made in your family?  Are there some decisions you would like to participate in that you do not?  What are some things you could do to have a greater role in decision making?


3) Identify which CRC rights the questions refer to.  Relate the activity to human rights by asking questions such as these:

a) Why do you think some human rights concern children and their families?

b) Why do you think participation in decisions that concern them is one of every child’s human rights?

c) Who else makes decisions about children’s lives besides themselves and their parents?  Why is this important?

Guidelines

Some questions may be difficult for some of the students to answer; however, you should encourage them to choose the card or response that is most relevant for them.

Be sure to know the family situations of the students in the class.  Some children may not live with a parent or parents and may live with a guardian.  In these cases, you should also include guardian/s along with parent/s in the activity.

Some students will want to explain why they have given a certain response straight away but instead of engaging in discussion after each question, remind them that they will have the chance to speak about the activity afterwards.
Assessment

Have students complete the pre-quiz on their own, researching the correct answers.
Extension

Ask each person in the group to develop a family strategy with their parent/s about how each member of the family can participate further in family life.  

Invite parents to speak to the group about their views on participation in family life, including how their role in making decisions about children’s personal matters changes as the child/children grow and develop.

Modifications

You may want to ask children to draw a picture on each coloured card before you read out the questions so that they remember which card represents which response.  Alternatively, you can write this on a chart or board at the front of the room so they can refer to this if they forget which colour corresponds to who makes the decision.

Handout 6

Evolving Capacities Prequiz

How old do you have to be in New Zealand to…?:


Get a passport ________


Leave school ________




Access secondary education up to age ________


Work full time ________


Vote ________


Stand for parliament ________


Stand for your school’s Board of Trustees ________


Drink alcohol ________


Drive a car ________


Open a bank account ________


Buy a house ________


Get married (girls) ________(boys) ________


Get reproductive health information ________


Gain access to family planning services ________


Serve in the armed forces ________


Choose your own religion ________


Sign a contract ________


Go to jail ________


Give consent ________


Testify in court ________


Get a library card ________


Pay taxes ________


Receive welfare ________


Live on your own ________

Handout 7

Questions to Read Out

Who should decide whether you could stay at home on you own when your family goes shopping:

  At 5 years old?

  At 10 years old?

  At 15 years old?

Who should decide whether you could stay in touch with both your parents after they have separated:

  At 4 years old?

  At 9 years old?

  At 17 years old?

Who should decide whether you could join the military service:

  At 6 years old?

  At 11 years old?

  At 16 years old?

Who should decide whether you should be a vegetarian or not:

  At 4 years old?

  At 8 years old?

  At 13 years old?

Who should decide whether you could smoke cigarettes:

  At 6 years old?

  At 9 years old?

  At 15 years old?

Who should decide whether you could stay up until midnight:

  At 5 years old?

  At 9 years old?

  At 14 years old?

Who should decide whether you could use the Internet without supervision:

  At 6 years old?

  At 10 years old?

  At 16 years old?
Who should decide whether you could choose your own religion:

  At 5 years old?

  At 9 years old?

  At 13 years old?

Who should decide whether you could stop attending school:

  At 6 years old?

  At 10 years old?

  At 15 years old?

Who should decide whether you could join the local performing theatre group:

  At 5 years old?

  At 9 years old?

  At 17 years old?

Who should decide whether you could have your own mobile phone:

  At 4 years old?

  At 8 years old?

  At 14 years old?

Who should decide whether you should be put in foster care:

  At 4 years old?

  At 10 years old?

  At 15 years old?

Handout 8

Capacities for Citizenship (from Defining Children’s Citizenship and Civil Rights)

Age markers of adulthood:  Legal age definitions provide an important basis for children to exercise their citizenship and to take an active part in public decisions.  They also impose limitations on children’s ability to exercise their citizenship rights.  The CRC established 18 years as general age marker for adulthood (‘unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier’).  However, age markers of adulthood vary and countries confer citizenship rights and obligations at different ages.  These variations may include different rights and obligations between boys and girls.  This situation can lead to inconsistencies, such as a gap between the maximum age of compulsory education and the minimum working age.  In some cases, a child can be sent to jail to account for his or her actions or serve in the military, but not be considered old enough to vote.  A child may be legally entitled to have heterosexual sex with another child of his/her age but be expelled form school if this happens.

	Rights and responsibilities
	Age in years
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22

	Age of majority (incl. contracts, credit)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	►
	

	Age of consent
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	►
	
	
	

	Age of criminal responsibility
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	►
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriageable age - boys
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	►

	Marriageable age - girls
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	►
	
	

	Legal working age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	►
	
	
	
	

	Age of enlisting in the army
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	►
	

	Voting age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	►
	

	Minimum driving age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	►
	-
	-
	-
	►
	
	
	
	

	Ending age of compulsory education
	
	
	
	◄
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	◄
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