
Human rights-based education – chronology

	1994
	In December the UN General Assembly proclaimed the UN Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004), urging “governmental and non-governmental educational agencies to intensify their efforts to establish and implement programmes of human rights education, as recommended in the Plan of Action, in particular by preparing and implementing national plans for human rights education”. (GA49/184)

	2002
	Amnesty International approached a range of educators and human rights organisations proposing ‘a joint project with a range of partners aimed at supporting the development of New Zealand schools as "human rights communities" – ie communities where human rights principles are reflected in both the formal and informal curriculum with the result that New Zealand schools generate young citizens who are knowledgeable about and committed to human rights.’ 

	
	The proposal was to ‘develop a truly integrated approach that will be seen to 

· be based on agreed international human rights standards\

· create coherence and manageability in school programs by drawing together other approaches in an overcrowded formal/informal curriculum (such as anti-bullying, values and virtues programs), within a clear human rights framework.’

	2003
	The discussion document, the Right to Education / He Tāpapa Mātauranga was produced as one of a series of papers that made up the consultation process for the development of a national action plan for human rights. The document proposed a Right to Education Framework / He Tāpapa Matauranga for monitoring, reviewing and strategic planning in education.

	2004
	Submissions to the discussion document and information gathered from the national consultation process contributed to a report on the status of the right to education in Aotearoa New Zealand published in 2004 (Chapter 15, Human Rights in NZ Today / Ngā Tika Tangata o te Motu). 

	
	The report found that while we were doing well ensuring the availability of education, there was more work to be done to ensure that New Zealand education promoted, respected and fulfilled New Zealand’s human rights aspirations and obligations: 

Participation and success rates were disproportionately low for some groups – Māori, Pacific peoples, disabled people and those from poor communities.

Standards in education vary particularly for disabled children and young people, those in isolated schools and those from low socio-economic communities.

There is discrimination, bullying and harassment particularly over race, disability, sexual orientation and gender. 

There is a lack of any systematic human rights education provision.

Human rights abuses against children and young people were one of the greatest challenges facing New Zealand today.

	
	Participants at a conference organised by the Human Rights Commission with the UNESCO National Commission – Living and Learning Together: the role of human rights education in strengthening communities in New Zealand and the Pacific’ – expressed strong support for an initiative to assist schools develop as human rights communities.

	
	In December the UN General Assembly, noting “the achievements and shortcomings of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education”, proclaimed the UN World Programme for Human Rights Education (GA 59/113).

	2005
	The NZ Action Plan for Human Rights / Mana ki te Tangata acknowledging that one of the most important places for realising the rights of children and young people are early childhood centres and schools proposed a series of priority actions focused on ‘every child and young person in New Zealand having equitable access to appropriate quality education services’. 

	
	In July the UN General Assembly adopted a plan of action for the first phase (2005–2007) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, focussing on primary and secondary school systems, and encouraged “all States to develop initiatives within the World Programme and, in particular, to implement, within their capabilities, the plan of action” (GA59/113). The Plan of Action called upon the United Nations treaty bodies “ when examining reports of States parties, to place emphasis on the obligation of States parties to implement human rights education in the school systems and to reflect that emphasis in their concluding observations (Plan of Action para. 41)

	2006
	A baseline study was commissioned by a coalition of Amnesty International, the Development Resource Centre, the Human Rights Commission, the Office of the Children’s Commissioner, and the Peace Foundation, to gather information about human rights education in early childhood education centres and schools in Aotearoa New Zealand.

	
	Using interviews with agencies involved with human rights education, case studies of early childhood education services and schools, a mail-out survey and a review of literature the study analysed the understanding and practice of human rights-based education and the extent to which centres and schools constituted ‘human rights communities’ – communities that understood, promoted and respected human rights. 

	
	In April the Minister of Education advised the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights that the Initiative represented “an important foundation for further development” of the Government’s commitment to “an education system that recognises and promotes human rights”.  It also provided a thrust towards “New Zealand's obligations under the United Nations World Programme for Human Rights Education”.

	2007
	On 8 May Building Human Rights Communities in Education Whakaturia i te Mātauranga, he Iwi Whānui Tika Tangata was launched at Parliament House,  highlighting the outcomes of the research and proposing a way forward. The launch was hosted by the Speaker, Hon. Margaret Wilson, and a keynote address given by John Clarke, Deputy Director of Children's Services in Hampshire (UK) where human rights-based education has been shown to lead to significant improvements in education outcomes.

	
	John Clarke and members of the Initiative Steering Group met with a range of key education stakeholders including the Ministry of Education, Education Review Office, Teachers Council, teacher unions, the NZ Council for Education Research, Parliament’s Education & Science Committee, and NGOs.

	
	The Minister of Education was briefed on the Initiative on 11 October.

	
	The Human Rights Communities in Education Trust was established on 16 October 2007 to facilitate central organisational support for the Initiative, and  was incorporated under the Charitable Trust Act 1957 (#2022687) on 23 October 2007

	
	The revised NZ Curriculum for schools launched on 6 November identified ‘respect for themselves, for others, and for human rights’ as a core value to be ‘evident in the school’s philosophy, structures, curriculum, classrooms, and relationships’.

	
	The Initiative received significant donations from the Todd Foundation and JR McKenzie Trust enabling core staffing to be appointed.

	2008
	Auckland Girls Grammar School became the first school to join the Initiative, and Te Puna Reo Okahu Kura (Orakei, Auckland) the first ECE centre.

	
	Canadian researchers Dr Katherine Covell and Dr Brian Howe, from the Children's Rights Centre at Cape Breton University, visited Wellington 18-22 February to meet with members of the Initiative Facilitation Team. They backed the initiative, saying research suggests it will contribute to greater participation and engagement in school, and improved educational achievement.
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