10 arguments 
for human rights-based education

1. Promotes effective teaching and learning practices

2. Provides an integrating framework for meeting New Zealand’s National Education Goals, the requirements of the New Zealand Curriculum (addressing the values, key competencies and many of the achievement objectives) and National Administration Guidelines

3. Meets legal obligations to respect, protect and fulfil human rights, including those recognised in the Treaty of Waitangi

4. Helps address many of the pressing educational performance issues faced by schools, including levels of participation, classroom management, and academic achievement 

5. Creates an inclusive school culture that generates enthusiasm, engagement, and respect for self and others 

6. Improves student behaviour and relationships, reducing bullying

7. Contributes to development of higher order thinking and literacy

8. Provides a useful lens and “critical toolkit” to view core concepts and explore contentious issues

9. Creates active citizenship, helping to build our identity as New Zealanders and global citizens

10. Increases teacher satisfaction, improves morale, and reduces burnout.
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