
Developing a human rights-based 
school curriculum

With a human rights-based curriculum, schools 

· Focus on the right of every student to an education that respects and helps realise their human rights and those of others. In line with human rights principles, teaching and learning deliberately builds on the experiences that students bring to school and expands the possibilities that students see for themselves. 


· Ensure that the values and key competencies move to share centre stage with the learning areas, with respect for self, others and human rights underpinning all of them. This may involve a new mix of the student time spent in form classes and learning area classes, or a move towards greater use of “rich tasks”
.

· Ensure students know what they are learning and how it contributes to the fulfillment of their human rights and those of others. They can apply a rights and responsibilities framework to new learning and unfamiliar contexts.

· Promote effective pedagogy and inquiry into teaching and learning practice to identify those students for whom the right to education is not being satisfactorily realised, actively investigating alternative practice that could be more effective.
The whole curriculum

The school curriculum is the program of learning developed for students in the school. Because students learn from the informal or hidden curriculum it makes sense to consider the totality of learning experiences in school when developing the human rights-based school curriculum, including:

· Structured classroom learning organised by learning area

· Form classes and pastoral groupings

· Whole-school activities such as assemblies

· Year-based activities such as school camps

· Student participation in school governance and management, such as Student Councils

· Co-curricular activities

· Learning from school organisation (eg behaviour management systems)
Review questions

What does success mean for our students? How do their aspirations translate in human rights terms? How do we discuss success with them? How does our curriculum support their success?

What do we know about the circumstances in which our students live? ... about their world? ... about their needs? How do these translate in human rights terms?
How can we develop understanding of and respect for human rights through our school’s curriculum?

How can a human rights and responsibilities lens be applied to issues of our twenty-first-century world?

How can a human rights and responsibilities lens be applied in each learning area?

How can a human rights and responsibilities lens be applied across learning areas?
What are our school’s particular strengths in effectively supporting the right of every student to an education that respects and helps realise their human rights and those of others?

What evidence do/can we use to identify our school curriculum’s effectiveness in respecting and helping to realise the human rights of every student? 
What are our school’s priorities for future action to support the human rights learning of every student?






Students learn anywhere, at any time, and from anyone.
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� See, for example, http://education.qld.gov.au/corporate/newbasics/pdfs/richtasksbklet.pdf
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